
13.00	  	 Registration and light lunch

13.40	 Welcome by International IDEA  and The Nordic Africa Institute

13.40–14.00	 Per Nordlund explains the broader research on political parties	
 worldwide, and particularly in Africa 

14.00–14.30	 Mohamed Salih presents “ Political Parties in Africa:  Challenges for 
Sustained Multiparty Democracy”,  published by International IDEA

14.30–15.00	 Gero Erdmann presents  “Votes, Money and Violence. Political Parties 
and Elections in Sub-Saharan Africa”,  published by  The Nordic Africa 
Institute

15.00–15.30	 Questions and answers

                

Invitation 
to Book Launch

Parties, Democracy and Elections 
                   in Africa

The Nordic Africa Institute and The International Institute 	

for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International 

IDEA) have the pleasure of inviting you to meet the 

authors of their recently published books, Votes, Money 

and Violence by Matthias Basedau, Gero Erdmann and 

Andreas Mehler and Political Parties in Africa: Challenges 

for Sustained Multiparty Democracy by Per Nordlund 

and Mohamed Salih.

Please confirm your participation by  

Friday 4 May by sending an e-mail with  

the subject “Yes, Book Launch 10 May”  

to: helena.olsson@nai.uu.se

Programme

TIME:  Thursday 10 May 13.00–15.30

 VENUE:  International IDEA, Strömsborg, Stockholm

InternatIonal IDea
Strömsborg
S-103 34 Stockholm
Sweden
Phone: +46 8 698 37 00
Fax: +46 8 20 24 22
E-mail: info@idea.int
Website: http://www.idea.int

African political parties originated under colonial rule. In the post-colonial period, between the late 1960s and early 1990s, at least four-fifths of the continent was ruled by authoritarian regimes – one-party states, military regimes, military socialist regimes or civil dictatorships. Since the early 1990s, multiparty political systems have been introduced in almost all of Africa, but the political parties have to contend with poverty and inequality, ethnic, religious and regional tensions, a high degree of economic dependence, and unfair trade conditions. 
The existence of multiparty politics is no guarantee of representative democracy. While political parties are an indispensable part of democratic processes, and multiparty politics may empower vulnerable and previously excluded groups, increase accountability, help to mediate conflict and achieve redistribution of resources and income, it can also be used to increase the influence of already wealthy and powerful elites. In many instances this leaves the poor and minorities marginalized, and ethnic and religious groups are mobilized against each other for elite purposes. Well-functioning, responsive and genuinely representative political parties are central for sustainable democratic institutions and accountable government. 

How do political parties shape and impact upon democracy in Africa? What is the role of ruling and opposition parties in national development, and how do these parties function as organizations? How can citizens, civil society, public institutions and African leaders help to make political parties more effective in improving democratic representation and contributing to development in Africa? 

Political Parties in Africa offers an authoritative analysis of these thorny questions. It takes stock of recent developments in political parties in Africa, focusing on their role in democratic consolidation and development, and provides recommendations for progress and reform. 

ISBN: 978-91-85391-97-4

Political Parties in A
frica: C

hallenges for Sustained M
ultiparty D

em
ocracy

R
egional R

eport

Political Parties 
in Africa: 
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PANELISTS

Gero Erdmann  is Senior Research Fellow at GIGA, German 
Institute of Global and Area Studies, Berlin Office

Per Nordlund is Senior Programme Officer at International 
IDEA, Stockholm

Mohamed Salih is professor at the Institute of Social Stud-
ies, University of Leiden


